
























THE WARDEN'S DIARY 
By Rex Emerson 

01d you ever see a hog on 
po1nt? Well I d1d It was the 
open1ng day of pheasant 
season 8111 Aspelme1er, a 
spec1a1 law enforcement 
officer from the w1ldhfe sect1on 
was ndtng w1th me As we 
rounded a curve where the 
rock road crossed an old 
abandoned ra1lroad track. we 
could see a p1ckup truck 
parked and some men 1n the 
road d1tch Ev1dent1y they saw 
us at the same ttme, and a 
man weanng a red cap 
suddenly ran down the 
ra1lroad nght-of-way and 
disappeared 1nto the tall 
horseweeds wh1ch bordered 
the track bed. 

We braked to a stop and 
Bill checked the hunters who 
were dresstng pheasants 
whtle I stepped over the short 
fence 1nto a haNested corn 
field where 11 was easter 
walk1ng I proceeded 1n the 
dtrect1on the runner had 
taken. About one hundred 
yards ahead of me I could 
see an old sow looktng 
through the fence and starmg 
at someth1ng 1n the 
horseweeds There was 
somethtng across the fence 
hold.ng that old sows 
attent1on That could be 
where the runner was h1d1ng. 

The old sow held her po1nt 
until I got there Sure enough 
the guy was hiding 1n there 
When asked what he was 
do1ng he sa1d I'm checkmg 
on my hogs" 

I told h1m the hogs were 
out here in the field where I 
was He told me his name 
and sa1d he didn't know the 
hunters at the other end of 
the field He d1dn t have a 
gun and he wouldn t need a 
hunt1ng license if he had 
been hunt1ng there, so I let 
h1m go check on the hogs 

Back at the road I asked 
who the guy was who 
had run 

One man sa1d "Oh, lllal 
was my brother · 

W11en asked 'Why dtd he 
run?' he sa1d Who can tell 
what my brother mtght do?" 

We drove on to the1r house 
The lady who came to the 
door conftrmed the fact that 
they owned the farm on both 
s1des of the railroad and the 
old ra1lroad right-of-way had 
been turned back to them 

When I asked who was 
hunting over there she sa1d 
"My two sons are huntmg, but 
one of them ts supposed to 
be checkmg on the hogs ·· 

The person who ran had 
left h1s shotgun beh1nd w1th 
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h1s brother They had been 
hunting on their own farm 
and didn't have over thetr hm1t 
of pheasants The season 
was open so why dtd he run 
and h1de? 

Some day I would hke to 
f1nd out what I m1ssed If 
that old sow wasn t so b1g I 
would hke to have her for a 
"pollee hog 

We checked a lot of 
hunters that day and a lot of 
them were nonresident They 
come to Iowa from all over 
the Untied States to enJOY our 
hne pheasant hunting Some 
of the ntcest people you 
would ever want to meet We 
dtdn't get one complatnt of 
nonresident hunters tres
passtng Without perm1ss1on 
The nonres1dent hunters 
spend a considerable amount 
of money tn our state They 
could be thought of as a very 
profitable Industry, and 
practically pollullon free Yet 
we abuse them. 

The nonresident pays 
th1rty-f1ve dollars for a hunting 
l1cense No compla1nts They 
pay three dollars for a habitat 
stamp, the same as we do 
No complaints Bul then we 
make h1m get a f1ve dollar 
pheasant stamp and tags 
Each one of hts pheasants 
must be tagged The restdent 
hunter is not requtred to do 
th1s. I have never had a 
reasonable explanatton for 

thts harassment of the 
nonresident hunter They 
should know the ConseNatton 
CommiSSIOn d1d not ask for 
th1s law but we are reqUtred 
to enforce 11 Perhaps some 
day the Iowa f1sherman Will 

go to some other state and 
when he buys h1s license he 
wtll be requ1red to pay extra 
for walleye tags 

We found one young man 
hunting alone Wh1le checktng 
h1s license we not1ced the 
safety was off on h1s shotgun 
Thts was called to h1s 
attentton He knew the safety 
was off "That s the way I 
always carry tl so I can 
shoot qwcker ' 

No wonder he was hunllng 
by h1mself No one 1n his nght 
m1nd would hunt w1th a 
person hke that That s one of 
the reasons we have hunter 
safety classes Somet1mes •t's 
better to learn 1n a classroom 
than from expenence 

A ktndergarten teacher was 
show1ng her students some 
p1ctures of antmals to see 1f 
they could 1dentify them They 
were do1ng pretty well until 
she held up a p1cture of a 
deer That had the class 
stumped The teacher sa1d. 
"I'll giVe you a ltttle hmt What 
does your mother call your 
father when he comes home 
at mght?' 

One httle boy satd I know 
teacher. It's a Jackass' 
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The Old Box Elder 

I T HAD BEEN THERE as long as 
anyone could remember Nobody had 
planted 1t. It was JUSt ''always there" It 

wasn't a pretty tree by our human 
standards of beauty lt didn't have the 
perlect symmetncal fonn of a Colorado 
blue spruce, or the beautlful flowers of a 
Hopa crab 

But 1t dld have a certain digruty that 
only age could gtve 11. It was four feet 
tluck m the trunk Not espectally tall, yet 
1ts spreadmg branches shaded almost 
half of the back yard The tree held an 
old rope swmg that had provided hours 
of enjoyment for three generations of 
kids. Occasionally the rope had to be 
replaced, but the hmb 1t was ned to 
never failed. 

In the old days the tree had shaded 
the horses Buck and Peg, dunng therr 
noon rest. Someurnes the boss or the 
hired man JOined them for a short stesta 
before they rerumed to work More 
recently cars and tractors rested in its 
shade. 

Several times in 1ts life it had held a 
tree house, and the shouts of children 
echoed through 1ts branches. Farruly 
ptcrucs had been held m 1ts shade for 
years. 

The box elder had withstood a tornado 
that blew down many lesser trees. Once 
1t was struck by lighnung. Even thls 
savage blow failed to kill 1t. One huge 
branch was split off and 1t took several 
days to clean up the fallen hmbs. 

There was always an onole nest at the 
droopmg tip of one of the branches A 
screech owl made us home m a hollow 
llrnb near the top of the tree. Robms, 
doves and woodpeckers also nested m 
the tree, and for a few days each sprmg 
It was ahve With rrugratmg warblers. 

Squ.J.rrels ate the nperung seeds every 
summer, and once old ]1p had treed a 
whole family of coons there, probably on 
therr way to VISit the sweet com patch. 
Another urne a wood duck was seen 
leadmg her 14 newly hatched ducklmgs 
away from the tree and down towards 
the creek 

BY THOMAS J NEAL 

But the box elder was gettmg old It 
seemed like there were always sticks to 
p1ck up before you could mow the grass, 
and leaves to rake up m the fall. The 
lads were grown up, so they certamJy 
dld.n't need a swmg. Besides, the house 
was cur condltloned now so who needed 
shade? And anybody knows that box 
elder trees attract box elder bugs. 

So the deoston was made. The old 
box elder would have to go. The cham 
saw started, and in just a few nunutes, 
the giant was down. (Why do you 
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Years ago, the tree had even been 
used as a source of "maple syrup". The 
syrup was JUSt as good as the real thlng, 
but 1t took somewhat more sap to make l -j "" · '"-
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suppose that sqwrrel chattered and ran 
around so when we were cutn.ng the 
tree?) It took several days to burn up all 
the wood and lunbs. Finally a stump 
remover was called, the stump was 
ground mto little p1eces, the soil 
smoothed off, and grass seeded. 

A few months later a replacement (a 
SS9.95 thorriless honey locust) was 
planted. The spindly tree was staked, 
watered and fertilized It seems to be 
doing qwte well. Who knows? Maybe in 
75 years • . /~...:;~ 
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CORNER 
by Robert Rye 

ADMI.NISTRATOR. CONSERVATION EDUCATION CENTI:R 

WHAT COULD POSSIBLY 
cause you to visit the Conser
vation Education Center? 

I visited with one group 
leader as to why he carne 
and brought a group to the 
Center. Though a long story, it 
appeared he had been 
inspired to become mvolved 
in conservanon. 

All of Ius uunaJ nature 
expenences had been through 
carnpmg in state parks m 
various states. They had been 
fun experiences, but if one IS 

familiar with the atmosphere 
found in state parks, one must 
realize that state park camping 
isn't wilderness camping. 
Blaring radios, yelling 
children, and rurnbing cars 
easily eliminate the wilder
ness. He felt that he was in a 
tree infested suburb Wlthout 
curbs and gutters. 

A wilderness backpacking 
tnp drastically changed his 
attitude and behaVIor toward 
nature. He was off the beaten 
road There were no cars, 
no recreational vehicles, 
no radJos, no screanung 
youngsters and no throngs of 
people. It was Just tum and 
some of nature's most beautiful 
scenery. 

Nature proVIded a gurghng 
stream and a quiet forest, as 
well as a chance to observe 
deer and majestic trees. 
Nature impelled him to stop 
and marvel at the morning 

haze; to drink sparkling water 
and inhale the fresh air. 

He now was going to try his 
best to use and yet protect 
these areas from man's 
destructive progress. He was 
a confirmed nature-lover or 
to put it in modem language, 
a cor!Servationist. 

He began doing all the 
things new conservatiorusts 
do. He started subscnptlons to 
National Wildlife, Backpacking 
and other recreational 
magazines. He clipped the 
photographs to remmd him of 
his wilderness. His car wore a 
conserve fuel sticker. He 
wrote to congressmen urging 
them to support wilderness 
legislation. 

He went a step further. He 
read about conservmg natural 
resources. Then he began 
lecturing his friends about 
conservation and practlcing 
what he was preaching. He 
bought returnable bottles 
before it was mandatory, 
drove 55 miles per hour, 
recycled paper, and watched 
his thermostat 

His friends at first became 
concerned about Ius gomg off 
the deep end. He was wasting 
his time because his little bit 
of conservation was not going 
to make much difference. 

Conservationists are often 
accused of operating more on 
emotions than on logic. This 
may be true, but "logic and 

man's progress" are destroy
mg and poisoning the environ
ment. Emotions tell us that this 
must stop. There are both 
good and bad parts to our 
actions. The "good" is what we 
should aim at - nature being 
used WlSely. 

People do not enjoy being 
told what to do. Sometimes, 
though, enworunental man
agement makes it necessary 
to put restnctlons on what 
people can do Wlth their land 
and free time. When this 
happens, people cry that their 
rights are being violated. 
When I hear this, I think of 
how the "rights" of nature have 
been violated throughout 
history. Until concerned con
servationists carne along 
nature did not have a voice to 
demand them. 

Conservation Education is 
resource management This is 
the theme of the Iowa Conser
vation Education Council's 
Winter Workshop at the 
Conservation Education Center 
on January 16-17, 1981. Each of 
us is a conservationist - if 
only by informmg others of 
wise use actiVIties. 

Contact the Conservation 
Educanon Center, RR. # 1, Box 
53, Guthrie Center, Iowa 50115, 
(515) 747-8383, about the 
workshop and pass this on to 
someone else: Conservation is 
addicting and you may help 
someone else get started. 

Looldn' Back 
Ten Years Ago 

C8NSlRVAnOMIST 

the Iowa Con'lcr
vattont ~o t exam
tncd the way~ 
Iowan!. U!>cd thctr 
recreation time 
dunng the w1ntcr 

• month '> Icc '>kat-
ing and campmg 

were popular a.., ''a!> ICC fi~hmg 
Since that ume o;kung and '>nov.
mobil mg have bccomr leader. m 
"mter outdoor fun 

BIOiogto;t'> completed }et 
anmhcr )tUd) or the moummg 
dove m a fruulc'>o; attempt to allo" 
Iowans to harve~t a pon1on of each 
year'!> product1on "-lthout aftcct
mg the next year·, populauon 
Every state south or IO\\ a allow!> 
moummg dove hunung 

Twenty Years Ago 
, ... , th e rna gaLt ne 

Lll'N 11\.\J I(.)NI~ I 
announced a plan 

IOfl\l • 

to rc111troduce the 
wild turke y to 
Io wa T wenty 
turkey' were re 
l ca~cd 111 the Y cl
low R1\ er ForeM 

north of McGregor Thcl!e li~t tur
key' \\-ere a \\ C!.tem \lr..t111 v.htch 
dtd not do too "ell 111 Jm, a Later 
release) were much more 'ucce-.'>
fu l a'> b1ulog"t' turned w ea-.tem 
birch obtamed from ,\1I..,'>Ouri 

The plan for butldtng Lake 
Anita 10 ca~ ... COUnt} \\-U'\ gt'-Cn 
10111al appro' al 

Thirty Years Ago 
the Con ~crva

tionl'\t featured a 
" 0 ;" A""'AII \IYI ~~ WI~IIO \ ( () r y (} n ( he 

method' dtffcr
cnt anun.tls U'>C 
tO \Uf\ JVC the 
\\-111ter Another 
'>lory dt,C.U\'ICd 

lo\\ a ' pur-,onou., 'nake., "htc.h 
are the umber rattlc\nal\e, the 
prame rattk ... nakc the "'amp 
CMas~a ... augJI mttlc,nakc and the 
copperhead. 

Phea'>ant hunter' "en: cnm
plamll1g that th~.: bird' \\Ch: gcrung 
too 'iman and had learned to run 
do"'n the ~.:om ro"' .thcad ot the 
hunter Tlm rumor ... uu ... urface' 
evel) no\\ and then . 
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